THE MUSKEGON CHAMBER CHOIR
Farty Years and Counting

The Muskezon Chamber Choir was formed by ils present Music
Director as a sixteen-voice ensemble i the fall of 1963, s ficst
concert was presented in April of 1964,

It members come trem all walks of life, There are teachers,
gocountants, doctors, nurses, salespeople, and service providers
singing side by side, At ene time a member of the United States
Const Guard sang next to & heavy eguipment operator All of these
singers share ong common love, that of singing great choral music
together.  Membership iz by sudition only with regular re-
auditions,

Two hundred forty seven singers have sung with the choir since (s
founcing, Each has brought Lo il a tender, patient devotion to the
choral art We are prowd w pumber Richand Versalle, Cracenneth
Bean. and Robert Lehner among cur past members  Our greatest
source of pride, however, can be found in the personnel lists of
forty years' worth of programs - thoss singers who have brought
their love of choral mosic to rehearsals and concerts year in and
year out.  Scime appesr on only cne program Others are alinost
fixtures on the page.

Chver the  years the c¢holr kas performed 8 number of
choral/orchestral works Among them are Ve Myss i b ainar and
Meagnificat of 18, Bach, Messigh and the Detingen Te Dewm of
Handel, fhe Creation by Haydn, Mozart's Regudem and amaller
mpsses, ffijeh ol Mendelssohn, avd numerous cantatas of Bach,
The bicnmal Hreath of Corady has become & community musical
tradition. as has the annual Love Sanps concert in February

The press kas called the choir © .. a8 valuable communily resource,”
and one critic said, " hearing it was like being hit with a
diamond-studded steam roller.




viithin Bates Twining, a Muskegon naive, has been performing on Wesl
‘ hichigan siages for over M vears,

A graduate of Muskegon Commutity and Hope Colleges. sl recoived wer Bachelor's
degree in vocal music cducation with postgraduate work al Western Michigan
Lhmversity

Perhaps best known for her musical theater waork, she has jusl mn:p]nlucl her tenth
scason with Cherry County Playhewse.  Last vear she appeared in Muskegon Civie
Theater's Cheiliers, was soloist with 1he \Wes Share Svmphony Orclestra’s Mer Gl
and was soprane soloist in Artfam's production of Havdn's The Creation. Her very
first classical solo role wis in Adessdal in 1975, where she met hor husband. Clark.

Cvnthin flls ber “spare” time teaching privately, judging Michigan School Yozl
“usic Association festivals, serving on the Mena Shores High School Chair Board,
traveling with the Mona Shares choir, and empoving ler children and grandchildren

hrs, Twimnge's appearance 18 underwvnitten by Kenneth and Shirley Browmn.

counterienars. He is the Mirst connterisnor o receive a Mastor of Music degris
in yvocal performance from Indiana University. Ha has studied in England on a
Fulbright-Haves Scholarship,

S teven Rickards Las received interngtional acelaim as one of America's fingst

hr, Rickards' schedule of performances has included appearances with Chicago's
Music of the Baroque and Basically Bach, the Los Angeles Masier Chorale, His
Majesty 's Clerkes, Toronie's Tafelmusik, Chanticleer, London”s Gabrich Consort. amd
the Symphony Orchestras of 81, Louis, Indianapolis, Pittsburgh, and Virginia, i
addition to London. he has appearcd as solotst in Dresden, Oslo, Frankfurt, Wroclaw,
and Copenhagen. He performed the Bach St Jakn Passion in Regensberg, Munich,
and Brixen in 1977, He has also appeared with Boston's Hande] & Havdn Sociely
singing \essial.

He made his Mostly Morart Festival debul in Bach's Mass v B wrinor,  He has
p'."I'I-I:I."I1'|I'."Ij.'|f“'|'TIe'.'l"iIII11HrI".' major Amarican citics as well ag al St Martin-in-the-Ficld
{1 Lendan, He made his Australian debut in Briskane witls lew Yok s Ensamble fz
Early Music in Danied @ the Livos 1o sell-ous crowds and sive reviews.

Sleven Ricksrds” discography includes, Bach’s Cantatas B, 106, 131, 156, 50 Joha
Faswienn, and Aass da 5 o, Hamdel's Sieoe and Sfessaf, and o collzction of
cantitas Tor The Busichude project.

iliam Yatson holds o Bachelor of Music degree o Cartha g
g N ||' College, with additional study i the American Conservaton ol Music

snd the Aisercan nstinge of BMusical Stodies in Grae. Auwsiri

He has performed with Lyric Opera of Chicago, most recently ergating the role
of President Yan Buren in the world premicre of Aseistad by Anthons Davis, He
has performed with Cleveland Opera, Chicago Opera Theater, Palm Beach
Opera, Texas Opera Theater, Pennsylvania Opera Theater, and Centeal Ciny
Opera. In Eorope, he sang for (wo seasons al the Aachen Stadithedter in
Germany, He has also been heard ar the San Schastian Festival in Spain. the
Europera Festival in France. and in Klagenfurl, Awstria.

He has been guest soloist with major symphony orchesiras throughout the LISA
and Canada. including these in Chicago, 5L Louis, Moatrcal, Milwankoe,
Cincinnaty, and Rochester with such conductors as Siv Georg, Seli, Leonard
Slatkin, Jesus Lopez-Cobas, Hugh Waolf, Lukas Foss, Matk Elder. and Charles
DCutoat.

Watson conltinues 1o develop his reputation as one of America’s ingst Bach
Evanpelists. 51 Uanhew performances include the Alabama Symphony, BulTalo
Philharmonte, Winter Park Bach Festival, Albany Pro Musica, The Kichener-
Walerloo Svimphomwy i Ontario and his Netherlands debul with the Nooed
Federlands Crkest.

Watson can be beard on the London Records 52 Waihew Passion with 1ha
Chicago Symphony conducted by Sir Gearg Solti. He also appears on [ fere ve
Vo Walk (English Handel Anas) and on a recent release of Yorsek's My i
A flar with the Ceech National Svmphony,

obert Lehner is a native of Muskegon and an alemess of the Chamber

Rﬂ:]mir, He is verv happy to return to Muskegon to perform with his many
friends feom the choir.

Since moving 1o Chicago to study with Thomas Wikman, Mr, Lehner has

performed with the Lyric Opera Charus, the Chicaga Svmphony Chchesiea

Clhorus, and Muosic of the Barogqus

As a soloist, Robert has performed with Music of the Barogue. the Forl Wavne
Fhitharmonic. the West Slore Syimplony Orchestra, the Liniversite of Chicago
Chorale, and in  very special perfarmance of To Hape, with the Milwaukes
Svmphony and Dave Brubeck. the composer,

Recently, in a departure from the clasgical music feld, Rob released n O entited
My (e Howee, 8 recording of songs he wrode and performed. The music 15
described a5 Urban Falk Sivle




MESSIAH
Sinfonia

Accompagnato - Comforl ye my pecole
Mr. Watson

Aria - Ev'ry velley shall be exalted
Mr, Watson

Choris - And the glory of the Lord

Recitative - Thus saith the Lord
Mr. Lehner

Aria - Bul who may abide the day of His coming?
Mr. Rickards

Chorus - And He shall purify

Recitative - Behold a virgin shall cenceive
Mr. Rickards

Arta and Chorus =0 Thou that tellest good tidings o Zion
Mr. Rickards

Accompagnato - For behold, darkness shall cover the earth
Mr. Ledhnar

Arla - The peopla that walked In darkness
Mr, Loy

Chorus - For untous a Chile is bom

PIFA (Pastoral Symphony)

Recitative - There ware shepherds ablding in the fiald
Mrs. Twining

Recitativa - And o, the angel of the Lord came upon them
Mra, Twining

Raocitativa - And the angel said unio them
Mrs, Twining and Glnavea Ml

Recitative - And suddenly thare was with the angel
Mrs. Twinimg

Chorus - Glony to God

Arig - Rejoice greally, O daughter of Zion
Mrs. Fadning

Recitative - Than shall the evas of the blind be openad
Mr, Rickards

Duret - He shall feed His flock like & shepherd
Mra. Twining and Mr. Rickaros

Chorus - His yoke i5 easy

INTERMISSION

Chorus - Surely He hath borme our griefs
Chorus = and with Hiz stripes
Arfa - He was despised and rejectad

Mr. Rickarols

Recitative - Thy rebuke hath broken His heart
Mr, Warson

Arla - Behold, and 2ee if there be any sorrow
Mr. Welaon

Recitative - He was cut off out of the land of tha living
Mr., Watson

Arfa - Bul Thou didz't not leave His soul in hell
M7, Wataon

Recitative - Lnte which of the angels said He at any time
Mr. Watson

Chorus - Let all the angels of God worship Him

Aria - Thou art gone up cn high
Mr. Rickards

Aria - Haw baautfu! are the feal of them
Mrs. Tadning

Chorug - Their sound iz gone out

Arda - Why do the nations so furausly rage ogeiher?
Mr. Lelrer

Chorus - Leat us break thair baonds asuncer

Recitathve - He that dwelleth in heavan
Mr. Walson

Arig - Thou shall braak {hem
Mr. Wartsan

Cherus - Hallalujah

Arla - | know that my Redeemer Iveth
Mrs. Twinimg

Chorus - Sinca by man came degth

Recltativa - Behold, | tell voua mystery
M. Leltner

Arig - The rumpet shall sound
Mr, Lehner

Recitative - Then shall be brought to pass
Mr. Rickarols

Duat - O Death where is 1y sting
Mr. Rickards and Mr. Walson

Chorus - But thanks be o God
Chorus - Worthy iz the Lamb thal was slain
AMEN




THE MUSKEGON CHAMBER CHOIR and ORCHESTRA
Dawd Wikmman - Music Ciresfor and Conouoior

The Muskegon Chamber Choir extends 18 hearfell gratitude to 1he
following supporters, Without 1heir generogily this concert would nol be
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